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WhenyoutrytoinstaUaprogramfroma 
cooper.itingvendof.Catalystworksin 
straightforward fashion. When you lf'Y to 
ir1$Wlanothercopyableorcopy-protected 
progn.m,1Catalystdialogbollopen1and 
tells you th.al the program is a "custom" 
program.Jtwillthenputaprogramiconon 
the desktop, but you must use System 
UtiLilies to copy the filesuaociated with 
1heprogram.tlyoufollowthesedirections, 
copyable�instaUeasily.Copy 
protectedonesseemtoinstall(thefilesare 
tnnsfe...-ed), but these programs may 
crash when you attempt to load them. 

UsingCatalyst,We111CCe$$fullyinstaJled 
Appleworks enhaJ\ced with the Pinl)()int 
deskaccessoryprogram(fromPinpOint 
Publishing);thePinpointprogramitself; 
Applewriter II. Version 2.0; Mousewrite 
(from Roger Wagner Publishing): md 
Procom-ACoounwtiationsSoftware(from 
Prometheus Products). We were not able 
toinstallMouseWord(fromlnternationaJ 
Solulion$),aoopy-protectedprogramlack· 
ingaCat.alystidentifglionfile. 

WhenaskedtoList10111eO!herCatalyst 
insta!Lable programs for us. a Quark 
teclulical represent.ative mentioned the 
ProOOS venion ol. PFS File, Busines& 
Works, Sensible Speller ind Gramnw, 
Supercak 3,\, and Quark's Word Juggler. 
Apparently, they aU have Catalyst Rrial 
numbe� 

Using Mouse Desk, we installed 
Awlewriter II. Appleworks with Pinpoim. 
Pinpointaccessories,andMoosepainLAc 
cording tolntemational Solutions, IOl'lle 
usenhaveexperienceddifficultyininsuU 
ingMooseDesk·inst.alledMousepaintand 
Pinl)()int. We encountered no problems 
withMousepaint,butwecouldnotgetone 
of. the Pinpoint acceuoriea to 11f1lfk 
property. 

BesidesusingCatalystandMouseDesk 
to manage files and install programs on 
hard disk,. you can use these desktop 
org;milen as program i;electors. Both 
CatalY$tmdMouseDeskhaveRunoptions 
thatcanbeilCcessedeitherbythemouseor 
by keyboard command. 

Non-ProOOS programs can be started 
afterquittingCat.alystandpressin.1111everal 
keystorestart.MouseDt.ikdoesnoth.ave 
aformalquitoption. lr1$tead.MouseDe$k 
offen its 1Urt menu where you e:an directly 

T1teG,;,tal1..tfro"' Qua'* fru. ,11akt1/11t 
Macit1/osltgrapJ,iQe,.uiro,.,..e,.tauail 
ablt/0Appltll1u,trs. 

subdirectoriesh.avebeencreated.Catalyst, 
ontheotherhand.disptaysiconsrepresent 
ing programs but not the individual fLlea 
that mue up that program. Fm example, it 
11,illshow1singleiconrepresentingthe 
entire complea ol programs and overlay 
fLleathatconst.ituteAppl,::works. 

The Mouse Desk shows menu display 
ftlesbynamt.date,sitt,ortypeaswellas 
byicon.WithCatalyst,ifyouwantmore 
det.ailsonth.eindividuallilestbanare 
providedbytheprogramicon,YoUhaveto 
leavetheCatalystdesk!opandgotothe 
SystemUtililiesprogramtoc.atalogadisk 
intheconventionaJApplellway. 

PERFORMANCE: The necessity ol 
lelvinitheCatatystdesktoptoworkwith 
lllesorformatadisltisaninconvenicnce 
th.at man Catalyst's otherwise nearly 
�wlessperfonnance.Justwhenyouget 
usedtollSingthemouse.yQU'reforcedto 
goba<:ktothearrowkeysonthekeyboard 
to use ProOOS utilities. Quittin.11 the 
utilities takes you directly back to the 
Catalystdesktop,tllough,sothi$reallyisa 
minor aggravation. mdour workin.11style 
doesn't require us to UR the System 
Utilities often. Othen may find it more 
11\llOying.AQuarkspokes.mantoldusthat 
the company is aware ol Mouse Desk's 
built·infile-handlingfeaturesandmaytake 
stepstoimproveCatalystinthatdirection. 

BothCat.alystandMouseDeskmaybe 
abletohelp)'OUinsWlyourmostfrequent 
lyusedapplicalionsonone3,,..._inchdiskor 
onaharddi$k.CatalystenjoylasJi.llhtedge 
inthisregardbybeingcapableol.installing 
even some copy-protected ProOOS pro, 
grams. Catalyst can copy any copyable 
ProOOS progr;,m for you. It can al$o ir1$WI 
protectedlOl'twareifthesoftwaredevek)l) 
er provideda Catalyst identifgtionf� in 
itsprogram(Cat.a!ystlocbtheprogramto 
itselfusiJliaCatalyst serialnumber).Not 
aDthird·parlydevelopenolfersucha 
number,nordoeslnternationaJSolu�. 
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Making the Apple II 
Emulate Macintosh 
Althouih both progwns create a very 

Mxintoshlike front end on the Apple II. 
clofie acrutiny reveals a nwnberoldiffer 
fflceSbetweenthem.TheCatalystded<top 
offers four menus, with about two doun 
choices.whileMouseDt.ikhaseightmen115 
withmorethanthreedoz.,enchoices. 

T""' to their MacintOllhlike n.ature. 
bothprogram!lhavewindows!hatyoucan 
open, grow, move, stack, and do$e. In 
C1talyst,theaclivewindowha1horizont.al 
stripesinthelitlebar;inMouseDesk,the 
active window't title shifts from black 
letten on I white background to white 
lettenonblack. 

Bothprogramsdisptaytheirdesktopsin 
double hiib·Te$0lution mode, but only 
Catalyst offers you• Change Desktop 
featurewithwhichyoucanswitchlromthe 
defaultappeannce(blacktextonagny 
bilckgroundonourAppleColorMonitorll) 
toanyol.nineothers,includingblackteat 
on a white background. 

In addition to the Catalyst program, 
Quarkineludesotherprogramsonthe3V.· 
inchvenionwetested,sud!HQuark 
programsFikr(whichiasul'Ji]artoApple's 
ProOOSutitity),QuickCopy(1f1Sterdisk 
copyuijlprogram},andBackupll(for 
backingupharddiskdrivefiles)andApple 
dn,wing program Mou,epainL Apple Sys 
tem Utilities, Venion 2.1.1 and ProOOS 
Bask are also included. The S'A·inch 
versioncomesonthreedisb.whilethe 
3'111-inchversionisononedisk. 

Catalysth.a$110ffltbuilt·indesktop 
accessories,sucha1;inon-screenclockthat 
works if you h.avea hardware clock 
installed,afour·functioocaLculator,anda 
&liding-lettenpuzzle:simil.artotheonethe 
Macintosh ha,. 

Thoughtheprognmsaresimilir,they 
take a different tack at looking at files. 
Mouse Deskgenerallydispli.yseveryflle 
on the disk.either as an icon orasa file 
name; file falden are displayed where 

c, .. 1•;a E. Fitld i,ofru.ta,i.u 111rit4nvlw 
,.,, .. 1a,1,,o,.lfibut411oa,,..p.,14,puJ,1ica· 
tiau a .. d l«turv, al a" Ea,1 °"141 
.,,.;w,rii,. 

T
he graphiQ environment ol the 

MacintoshontheApplell,witJ:ipull- L_J�'!'!!!''!'!!!''!'!!!''!'!!!''!'!!!''!'!!!'������'!'!!!'l_j down menus. windows. l!ld ICOll5, 
can make the underlying IOl'tware aU the 
moreattnctive. 

Two products that todlybest emulate 
the Macintosh environment oo the Apple II 
are Catalyst 3.0 from Qlwk Inc. and 
Mouse Desk 1.00 from Version Soft 
(di<;tributed by International Solutions). 
BothprogramsprovideaMacintoshlike 
desktopthatyouuseinpli.ceol.issuing 
cryptic system and file commands. They 
aresimilarinintendeduse,thoughdiffering 
inappearancel!ldfeatures.AppleComput· 
erlnc.officiallysuppor11Catalystinthe 
United States. selling it with the Unidislt 
3.5; Apple Europe, on the otheT h&nd, 
!lllpp(lrtllMouseDt.ik. 

FEATURES: At ftm glance, both 
Catalyst and Mouse Dt.ik look quite 
similar.Bothgiveyoo1Macintoshlikeuser 
interface, complete with menu bars, bit· 
mapped graphic:a,and ioons that represent 
disks and files. And both let you insWI 
mullipleProOOS1pplicalionsontoasingle 
massstooigedevia:,suchasApple'aS-or 
lO.mepbyteProftleharddisli:1ndiu800K 
Unidisk3'h-inchfloppydiskdrive.Youcan 
viewmultiplefilesanddisbandpointand 
clicktoopenparticularlilea.Bothpro 
gramasupport the use ola mouse but can 
also wort keyboard commands. 

Bothprogramsrequirel28Kolnn· 
dom-aa:e5$ memory (RAM) and one drive 
-eitheraS�·inchfloppydiudriveora 
3Y,-inch Unidisk drive. To run Cat.alyst, 
your Apple Ile must have the enhanced 
re»only memory (ROM) upgnde that 
allows the monitor to display Apple'• 
altematechancter set, kROwn as mouse 
text. The upgrade is IIOI required to run 
Mou,e De!sk,butthe1Crttnappearance 
wfferswithoutit 

LiketheMacintoi;hdeslltop,bothApple 
Jldesktopmanagementprogramsuseioons 
- symbols that repreRnt applic;ltion, 
(val�1,subdirectories,orfLlea)and 
;ic1ivities.CatalystandMouseDeskboth 
havethetrashC111icon,whlchyouC111use 
to dekte prognma or files from a dislc.. 
OnlyCat.a!ystbutheMacintoshlikewrist· 
watchioonfor"pleasewait"duringdisk 
access. Catalyst and Mouse Desk both 
representdisbby�thatlooklike3V. 
inchor5�-inchdisks. 

Catalyst and Mous,e De� make mass 
stooige devices more convenient to use, 
becausetheymalieitNsiertodealwiththe 
numerous files you can fit on such Large. 
capacity drives. Both Catalyst and Mouse 
Desk �wort internal RAM disks such as 
Apple',Memory MJ)fflllion.Card and can 
copyselecledprogramstoitfromextemal 
storage devices, either automalically at 
start-up or later during yoor work sewotl. 

ByCynthiaE.Fiekl 
Review Board 
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MOUSE Diil 
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MOll!le Desk putt• Macintaihlike 
interfaceontheApplell,helpinj;you 
�filetandcopy•pp[ja,tionsona 
massstoragedevice.DespiteiNde- 
qua.tcdoc:umentation,the�� 
easytouseand,ar11.1$10direct-mail 
price,1greatnlue.Copy-prot«ted. 

Listprice$39.95;$10witilMan:h31, 
1986. Veniontested(l.0)1vailablefoc 
Apple nc and Ile. Requires ProDOS 
l.l.l; 128K RAM. For use with Apple 
Unidm 3.5 or hard (l;sk- drive. Mouse 
reeomrnended.lo1m11tiona1Sorutioos 
Inc .. P.O. Boi 35417, Santop, CA 
9S071H5.fl;(.f08)173-04.f3. 

lntrmational Solutions will upgnd,e or 
replate your damaged Mouse Desk pro 
gramforSIO. 

When you pun:hliae Catalyst, you re 
ceive both prognim md backup disks. 
When you pure� Mouse Desk, you must 
sendintheregistrationcard1ndSIOto 
recciveyourbackupdisk,atwluchtimcyou 
may request it. in either 3'h--inch or 5Y, 
inchformat. Thesystemdiskilin51/o-inch 
format,thoughlnternationaJSolutionssays 
ithlismade3Y.·inchdisU1vai!ablealao. 

Neither company offers a toll-free 
telephonesupponline.althoughbothoffer 
freesupporttoregisteredusers.Wetalked 
withtechrucalsupportrepres,entativesat 
both companies. In both cases, wi:: were 
providedwithdearresponsesandunder 
sundableanswerstoourquestion&. 

VALUE: Both prognms olfer excep 
tional value at their suggested retail prices, 
though both companies are currently 
promotingtheir�wilhreduced 
price&. 

Althoughpricedat$99w1"'npun:halled 
!iieparately,C..ta!ystC06t1onlySJ.4.95 
whenyoupurehaseitwiththe$.f99Apple 
Unidi$lc:3.5diskdrivc.MouseDesk'1price. 
$39.95forthecopy-prOlectedvttlKlnillld 
$69.95 for the copyable one that becomes 
available in April, is Jti&hly competitive. 
Accordingto1companyspokesman.lnter 
national Sorutions is offering Mouse Desk 
bydim:torderfor$10.uapromot:ionto 
introduceuserstotheMouseSeries. 

At $34.95.Catalysti.saste,.l: unfortu· 
nately, the Unidisk ii a bit expenaive. At 
$99.wcrateiiasatisfactory\"alueforsuch 
a useful utility. At $39.95. and even at 
$69.95forthenon-a,pyprotectedversion, 
MouscDeski1avery8oodvalue(at$lO 
during the promotional campaign, it'1 
grand theft). Overall. we prefer Catalyst 
beausewelikeitsuseol.iconstorepresent 
orognm,. 

l'ftfOltMANCE SOflWAltf 

CATAllST3.0 

:::t=*'° � � � : � 
&rorHrdi"II a a a or a - 
7.0 I . 1 •• , � • I .. ,.,. 

Quark's Catalyst 3.0caohclpyoo 
rnana�yourApplellfilesandoopy 
ceruin ProOOSapplicatioll& IOI hard 
disk. minimmng disk IWllpping. The 
program,•MacintO!hlikedeaktopin 
,ppearance,is,vatuableutilityth;1 
makeslifemucbeuier.Copy-protected. 

i"ilMl!IIH 
�-J7��:;=: 
3.5). Version tested(J.0) available for 
Apple lie or enhanced lie. Requires 
ProOOS l.l.l, 128K RAM. Foc use 
with Apple Unidisk 3.5 or bani disk 
drive.Mooserecommencled.Quarklnc., 
2525 W. E.,..., Ave., Suite 220, 
Denvcr,C080219;(800)5.f3-77lloc 
{303)934-221linColondo. 

upandsimplifyourday-to-daycornpuling 
activities so m....:h lhat both earn I very 
good in ease of use. !u. one example, we 
were able to put ti... Catalyst System, 
ProOOS System Utilities, and word pro 
Cft:SU'lg Ind communications loltware on 
one JV.·inch disk. Ncict time we need to 
prepa.readocument,wcneedon!ystartthe 
Catalystprogram.WeinstalledAppleworlQ 
enhancedwithPinpoint.Pinpointacc:esso 
ries.andMousepaintonthesame3V.·inch 
disk.Pinpoint',Graphmerge.cceworycan 
integrate Mousepaint picturu with 
Appleworks. Anyone using such a combina 
tion will delight in the fact th.at disk 
swapping lw be-en reduced by al !em SO 
percent - more if you move among 
prog,-arnsalot. 

ERROR HANDLING: Individually. 
CatalystillldMouseDeslr.1ttmin<kstracti 
ble. Dialogboxesand "•lert" hoxeshelp 
yootou!iiethescdeslctopmana�l'$welland 
avoid�tionalproblemssuchasunin 
tentionaUyleavingtheprogruns. 

We tried installing both progn,ms re 
getheronthesamedisllmdlaunchingonc 
fromtheotherto1ttifwecouldsomehow 
have the bestolboth world:s.Outexperi· 
mcntation resulted in a '"fatal system 
error" mess;,ge. The problem wu not 
Ktuallyfata!;wesimplyrestartedCatalyst 
and found that no damage had been 
inrurr� Overall, both program& earn a 
verygoodinerrorhlindling. 

SUPPORT: Catalyst is copy-protected 
andserializedsoth.atJ>roir.llllsinstalled 
usingC..U!ystarelockedtoit.Mou,eDesk 
iscu=tlyoopy-protected.We�vebeen 
l!IIW"edthatfuturevel'SX)llsolMouseDesl< 
wiD be non-<:opy-protected after April I, 
1986. 

Bot.hcompaniesoffera90-dayfree 
repbcernent,nrn.nty.Afterthewarnnty 
period,Quarltwillreplacedamageddisk$ 
for$15:itwillrecopydisbfor$10. 

CO, 

wouldbenaivetothinkth.atQ,w-kcould 
knoweverythingabouteveryapplicationa 
usermighthave,but,asastart,themanual 
could contain a list ol programs that are 
rompatiblcandthosethatarenot. 

Takenasawhole.theC..talystmanual. 
with its explicitly labeled diagranu Ind 
error-freeprose.isawelcomechangefrorn 
mostwehaves«11.Despitetheladoli111y 
bto,]patallinstallingcustornprognim1,il 
earns a very good rating. 

EASE OF LEARNING: Even users 
who are unaccustomed to mice and 
Macintoshes will find that Catalyst Ind 
MouseDl':skarenotataUwxomforuble 
andwiDbedicking, moving,1nddraa:ging 
likeaveteraninnotime.Copying1 
�canbeneasyasdraggingone 
iconmdplacingitont0polan01her.Wedo 
notthinkyouwillmisshavingtomemorize 
commands. If you prefer to le.am some 
romrnands. most ol tN: commands in 
Catalyst md Mouse Desk are mnemonic; 
for inswice, apple-N shows files by name, 
andapplc-Gjl'OW$awindow. 

Within1couplcolhourswi::hadbecome 
familiar,.ithC..ulyM.heamsaverygood 
11COreinea!iieolle1ming. 

Although tlievisu.alenvironmeotis 
intuitive up to a point, Moose Dnk'1 
learningcun·eisstretchedoutunnecessar 
ily by the prognm's �uate documen 
tation. lt took nearlytwiceaslong to lurn 
MouseDeskastoleamCatalyst.Even,o, 
Moo!iieDeskeamsasatisfactoryineaseol 
leaming; you can buy it in tN: morning md 
�.,:;!_manyol its features by the 

EASE Of USE: C..taly,;t and Mouse 
Desk could not be much easier to U!iie, 
thankstolhemouse. YoumayfindtN:need 
to lca'"e the C,talyst deskt0p to manage 
ftlesillldformatdisksachore,however. 

Some of Mouse Desk"• attribute1 are 
1wkward.too.Evenifyouhavemorethan 
oneUnidi,k 3.5,youcilllonlydispbyone 
such disk icon on the deskt0p. With 
Catalyst,yoocanhavemultipledisllicons 
displa)-ed evee though only ooe volume 
maybeactive1tatin..,. 

We found we were 1bleeasily toeopy 
Mousepaint from one JV.-inch disk to 
another with Ca�lyst (the program 
prompt, you when to s,npdisks). With 
MouseDesk,wehadtooopyMou!iiepaint 
frornthe3'h--inchdi$lc:toa5'1o-inchdisk 
and then recopy it from IN: floppy to 
another micro disk. Perhaps the new 
man11.1I\Villexplaini111easierW1y,ifthereis -· 1beCatalystSystemmust.hepresentif 
youWllnttogetbacktotN:Catalyst 
deslct0pfromanapptiation.Wilhthecopy· 
protecled,·crsionol.Mou'IC'Dcskthatwe 
used. the Mouse Desk progn.m disk is 
requireduakey. 

In .spite ol these minor criticisms, we 
foundthlitCatalystandMouscDl':sltlpeed �------� 

,: ;t 

Mo11.N {)uj, luu eiglll •t111U ,.,;,,. ""'" Ilea" lbtt do«11 clwius. &Ill MoWM Dtsll a,.,J 
C.ta/:,1tlw .... wi11dowtlwl:,011.c41110�11.grow .... .,...,s/ad,anddru,r. 

stnt a program in slot S (where our 
Unidisk 3.5 wu installed) or slot 6 (the 
convention.alloationforS�-inchdrives). 

Either Catalyst or Mouse Desk, by 
offering Apple II users the easy-to-use 
Macintoshinterface,anrevolutiooiz.e&nd 
optimiit the way you use your computer 
S)'$lem. Both programs have taken on 
difficultt.uksandmorethane,,;cttdedour 
npeclltions, earning each a very good 
ratinginperfonN.oce. 

DOCUMENTATION: While Mouse 
Desk&ndCaUl)'5tare,onbalance,evenly 
matched in term,. ol. perfonnance, the 
irwlequate documentation accompanying 
MouseDeskcaustJdustodowngradeitin 
thiscategonr. When we called lntemationil 
Solutionstocomplainaboutthemanu.:r.l,the 
spokesman WllS apologetic. He called the 
manual "sketchy" &lid :issured us that a 
new manual was in the worb, along with an 
updateolMauseDesktoVersion2.00. 

TheCUJTentMouseDeskmanualisooly 
12page5. Oonotnpect tofindatabled 
contents.index.orotherhelpfulfeatures, 
anddoootexpectatutorial.You'Dfind 
individualsentenceswrittenintMimpera 
tive,tellingyoutodothisandthat,but 
overall the instructions are cUJ'90ry. The 
technical re�aen�tive ,..e spoltt to told 
us that new 11Sers with RAM disks were 
experiencingpartirolardifficultiesinusing 
MouseDesk"tleaoustoltheinadequacyol 
thedocwnentation. 

Oven.U, oor feeling is that the manual 
W'al rushed. lt"i riddled with typoi; md 
references to pages that are not there. 
Man...i • ...,compo,nyi,,gothc<M.,..oeSenes 
prognm5 from International Solutions are 
so well--done that we feel justified in 
expecting more. Though the proa:n,m is 
usablewithoutthedocumen�tion.weare 
obligedtorateMouseDesk"sdocumenta 
tionpoorbeauaeolits�uacies. 

TheCa�lystmi11111.1l.attheotherendol 
the spectrum, reminds us ol the weu 
regnded manuals that accompany Apple 
product&.NO!onlyistheCuaJystguidelike 
illlApplemanualinsiJrlndstylc.butitalso 
emulates one in rompletenes11 and clarity. 

Moreisnotalwaysbetter.butlnthis 
case it is. Enjoyinathe Macintoshenviron 
mentonanApplelliunewexperieocefor 
manyusers,andthoughthelDOllll<'illldthe 
visual interbc.e make the soft.Wllrenearty 
instinctivetoll$e,thereisnosubstitutelor 
adeq11.1tedocumen�tion. 

Thel38-pageC..talystrnanualconuins 
separateandeasilylocatedsectionson 
installing,ndusingtht,program.Thereare 
separate tutorials for mouK and mouKlea 
users, RefenncellOCl.ionamdappendixes 
explain disk drives, memory. and ProDOS. 
TheonlyflawwefoundwuinAppendixB, 
where Quark washes its hands ol helping 
you install ""custom" progr.1m1. The rom 
pany asserts that you will have to call the 
�loper ol such a prognm for help. We 
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