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Hello again,

I must confess I love this technology. I'm
sitting at my desk at the farm looking out
over the valley, the cattle have settled
under the spotted gums for the night,
Russell, Beryl & Mavis have stopped
scratching the dirt and are almost asleep
on their roost and I'm typing this brochure
absolutely surrounded by this gee-whiz
technology.

And such technology The desktop publishing setup is an office
castoff Mac Plus with 20Mb hard disk running Pagemaker. Hard copy is
an old LaserWriter Plus. I tried a dot matrix printer but they're slow.
Hardcopy is almost superfluous anyway, as I send the files to our office
Mac I 54Km away by Maestro ZXR modem to be printed on the Laser-
writer [INTX and proofs are then sent back to me through an intelligent
fax/phone. If I'm away from the phone Wayne can contact me on the NEC
cellular for instant confirmation.

What does it all mean? For a ten to fifteen thousand dollar outlay
on hardware I can use my working time totally productively. I can work
the hours that suit me, mostly at night. I can target my efforts precisely
with no wasted time or effort, leaving me plenty of free time to sit and
think or go bushwalking. Away from the insistent demands at the office
I can design new brochures, explore new business opportunities and
travel the world by fax locating new products, doing deals, solving
problems.

Back at the office John, Bernard and Wayne have been busy
reorganising the system (January is a quiet month) to incorporate full
stock control and creditors. More magic. At the press of a button, either
at the farm or office - appropriately called the George Key - I receive a
detailed real-time report that I presently pay my accountant thousands of
dollars a year to prepare. Wonderful devices. My working part time at the
farm office has promoted John to chief executive, Bernard is now
handling importing and Wayne is doing much of the advertising.

Is this the wave of the future that Toffler predicted? Hopefully.
It's certainly an intelligent application of the technology that ten years ago
was slow, cumbersome and full of compromises. Today the technology
is transparent, designed to g 3 .
be used rather than en-
thused over. But you will
forgive me my enthusiasm.
Iwouldhave been the same
with horseless carriages.

George Parry.

Managing director.
Started the company
in 1979. Working

tually own a desk or chair. Uses OP's.
Knows just enough about computers to get
by. Knows nothing about tractors but drives
one. Favourite expression: "Get the man
1A

Bernard Catt.
Product Manager.

22. Joined the com-
pany straight from
school. The arche-
typal hacker. Deciphers Chinese English.
Learning the intricacies of importing. Has
discovered the difference in price of
airfreight and seafreight. dBase expert. Sib-
ling rivalry. Fav. Exp: "Can I have my chair
please George?"

Wayne Herring.
Viatel Manager.
Nearly 17. Computer
expert. Shy. Learn-
J ing to drive. Knows
more about Viatel than Telecom does.
Youngest Viatel Service Provider in Aus-
tralia. Must be keen. Travels from Nelson
Bay every day by bus. Even on Public
Holidays. Learning the intricacies of DTP |
and advertising.
Nikolai Agafonoff.
Systems Mainte-
nance Manager.
Started February. |
Can do just about
L anything. Total com-
puteremhuslasl Mechamc Plant operator.
Horse-breaker. Very easy-going. Drives a |
bobcat in his spare time. dBase expert.
Worked as a CAD/CAM operator for Jen-
nings. Doesn't know it yet but he's getting
the Navara as his company car.

hard to become re- |
dundant. Doesn't ac- |

Dry sense of humour. |

John Peschar.
Office Manager. Se-
rious, hard-working,
bearded. Knows
more about comput-
2 ers than Wozniak.
Wonderful phone side manner. Leamning
Japanese so he can order Teppanyaki from
the restaurant next door. dBase expert.
Favourite activity: Sibling rivalry with
Bernard. Usually over computers.

Sue Stonham.
Secretary. Long-suf-
fering. Puts up with
predominantly mas-
culine office with pa-
tience and good hu-
mour. Owns a couple of computers but
clever enough not to get hooked. How does
she do that? The only member of staff to
have her own pen. Likes everything in its
place. Fav. Exp: "Who's got my pen?"

Rob Lovett.
Technical Manager.
His real job is QAN-
TAS steward but he
 moonlights part-time
for us. A real asset Rob gets us all the latest
goodies from overseas. Knows computers
from the inside. Prefers flying to a proper
job. Entrepreneurial. Always looking for
new business opportunities,

Lynne Lovett.
Maillist Manager.
Keeps ourmailing list
uptodate. Rob's (see
above) wife. Comes
ST in 2 days a week to
have a rest from the toddler. Runs typeset-
ting business in spare time.







